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Early Years

Outcome 2:Skills development     
This relates to the child’s development of systematic skills in using ICT 

tools for a purpose  

1. Effective use of ICT resources

    1. Are the children using ICT usually focused on the task in hand?

    2. Do the children simultaneously develop their skills in ICT at the same time as learning

        new concepts, which they are then able to take forward in other areas of the nursery?

       e.g. Appropriate software games using colours/numbers/matching skills etc .

    3. Do the children show progress in their use of ICT tools?
       e.g. Using digital camera, Roamer, interactive ICT toys-microwave/cooker etc.

Outcome 3:Managing and manipulating programmable and interactive toys     

This relates to the children’s ability to use ICT resources to explore and investigate and to use a problem solving approach

1. Ability to absorb and use information in a variety of forms

    1. Are the children able to learn and use a growing range of software in a systematic way?
        e.g. Use menus, pictorial icon bars and follow verbal instructions to explore software.

2. A problem solving approach

    1. Do the children adopt systematic strategies to cope when they are working with ICT?

        e.g. Switching from one programme to another/switching on and off software
    2. Do the children seek appropriate help or advice from their peers and early years

        staff when working with ICT?

3. Controlling, modelling and exploring within the digital environment

    1. Are the children able to use and learn about programmable and interactive toys and  

        apply that learning to other areas?
        e.g. Using digital camera, Roamer, interactive ICT toys-microwave/cooker etc
Outcome 8:Enhancing learning outcomes
This relates to the nursery’s, early years staff’s and manager’s/headteacher’s focus on setting expectations for continuing but realistic progress in the uses of ICT and on putting it into a wider context
1. Progression in learning

    1. Are staff aware of the progression of which ICT methods are capable, even when

       they are not personally comfortable with every technique?

       e.g. digital camera/download, edit and print

    2. Is there a variation of interaction within the nursery using ICT?

        e.g. adult directed, adult supported, group and individual experiences

    3. Are there inclusive practices ensuring involvement of all children in ICT activities?

        e.g. Are some children unable to access specific ICT equipment?

2. Development of new learning styles

    1. Are staff aware of new learning styles, which the use of ICT facilitates?

        e.g  Learning by doing, seeing or listening
    2. Do staff evaluate software/ICT resources before use in the nursery?

        e.g. Do you think about it will support the 3-5 curriculum?

3. Encourage development of informed attitudes in relation to ICT in society

    1. Does the learning environment begin to relate nursery ICT activities to the wider 

        world?

        e.g  ATM machines, bar code and credit card scanners etc
Outcome 9:Quality of outcomes
This relates to the setting and maintaining of high standards by children on the part of staff and headteachers/ managers 
1. Assessment practices

    1. Is there systematic monitoring of each child’s progress in the development of their  

        understanding of ICT?

        e.g. Children’s development in ICT is incorporated into the observation focus

2. Relationship to development planning priorities

    1. Is ICT seen to be contributing to one or more of the nurseries’ development planning

        priorities, even if ICT is not itself a priority?

        e.g. Develop role play & ICT has a place within that.

3. Planning of resources

    1. Is there a culture of participation in the nursery in the ways that additional resources 

        are acquired?

        e.g. The nursery gives all staff a chance to contribute to discussions about the 

        purchase of new ICT resources

    2. Are the needs of the children (rather than a desire for the latest technology) the key 

        consideration in resource planning?

4. Breadth of experience of ICT use in context

    1. Is ICT used for a range of purposes within appropriate learning experiences (rather

        than as a ‘bolt on’ extra which demands time?)

        e.g. ICT facilitates learning throughout all areas of the nursery (not just a computer in

        the corner)

    2. Is there evidence of positive, rather than restrictive, coordination between staff to

        maximise the progress which the children make in their use and understanding of ICT?

        e.g. Are the children able to explore and experience ICT equipment without staff 

        interaction?
